Year 3/4 History Knowledge Organiser
Stone Age to Iron Age
[image: ]Key Dates: 									What will I know by the end of the unit?
· Why it is the Stone. Bronze and Iron Age
· To identify changes and continuity between periods of history
· To identify the difference between a primary and secondary source 
· To be able to compare settlements and technology from each period of history


The Stone Age
The Stone Age is a period of our history that happened thousands of years ago. It is called the Stone Age because it is the era when early humans started using stone for tools and weapons. They also used stones to light fires. The Stone Age is divided into three periods; the Palaeolithic (old Stone Age), Mesolithic (middle Stone Age) and the Neolithic (new Stone Age). Palaeolithic and Mesolithic people were hunter gatherers. They moved frequently following the animals they hunted and gathered fruits and berries when they could.
The Bronze Age
 During the Bronze Age, people developed the technology to make bronze. This was used to make bronze tools, containers and jewellery. There was a lot of migration to Britain during this period. Some of the people who arrived in Britain were from Central Europe and were called the ‘Beaker People’. They are known for the distinctive bell-shaped pottery they made, mainly used for drinking from. It is likely, but not certain, that the Beaker People brought their knowledge of making bronze to Britain and that is how the Bronze Age in Britain started.
The Iron Age 
During the Iron Age, technology developed further across many aspects of life. People began to make tools and weapons from iron. Again, many of the new ideas came with the migration of people. People who lived at this time are now often called ‘Celts’. Celts were farmers and lived as part of a tribe. Hillforts developed during the Iron Age. Communities lived on hills for protection from when other tribes attacked.
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Earliest footprints in Britain date back to this time.

People started creating cave paintings

Ice Age in Northern Europe and Britain

Modern humans start living i Britain

Climate gets warmer in Britain

Britain becomes an island

Farming introduced in Britain

Stone Henge started to be built

Skara Brae first inhabited

Bronze working introduced

First hillforts built

Ironworking introduced

First coins introduced from Europe.

Romans invade Britain— start of Roman Britain
and the end of the Iron Age
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Stone Henge - a prehistoric
monument in Wiltshire, Eng-
fand. It consists of a ring

of standing stones, with each
standing stone around 4 me-
tres high. Its purpose and how
it was built remains uncertain.
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Cave paintings - Early humans
may have used art as a way of
helping themselves in their
struggle for survival. Paintings of
animals on cave walls are com-
mon. The famous

cave paintings at Lascaux in
southwest France are about
18,000 years old.
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Skara Brae - a stone-built
Neolithic setdement, located
in the Orkney region in Scot-
Tand. It is a cluster of eight
houses, which was occupied
between 3000 and 2500 BC.
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Hunter-gatherer  

A person who moves from place to place in search of food. Surviving by 

hunting, fishing and collecting berries, fruits and seeds.  

Prehistory  

A time in a peoples' history before they used a written language. In 

Britain we use the term 'prehistory' to describe the period before we 

became part of the Roman Empire after the invasion of AD 43.  

Rural 

The countryside is a rural area of land situated away from towns and 

cities. 

urban Urban means belonging to, or relating to, a city or town.  

Neolithic  

the period of time in Britain which started around 6500 years ago  when 

people started farming. It ended around 6500 years ago. It ended 

around 4500 years ago when people started  using metals for tools and 

weapons. The Neolithic was part of the Stone Age.   

Primary source  

Original records of historical periods or events made by people during 

an event. 

Secondary source  

Documents, texts, images, and objects about an event created by 

someone who typically referenced the primary sources for their 

information. Textbooks are excellent examples of secondary sources.  

Archaeology Archaeology is the study of the ancient and recent human past 

through material remains.  

Chronological  The order in which things happen.  

Settlement  

A place where people live. Some settlements are permanent and some 

a temporary. 

Hillfort  An area or settlement built on high  ground and enclosed within a wall. 

Barrow A large burial mound of earth or stones.  

Henges  

A prehistoric circular or oval earthen enclosure, dating from around 

3000 BC to 2000 BC, during the Neolithic (also known as the new Stone 

Age) and early Bronze Age. 
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The Stone Age 

The Stone Age is a period of our history that happened thousands of years ago. It is called the Stone Age because 

it is the era when early humans started using stone for tools and weapons. They also used stones to light fires. 

The Stone Age is divided into three periods; the Palaeolithic (old Stone Age), Mesolithic (middle Stone Age) and 

the Neolithic (new Stone Age). Palaeolithic and Mesolithic people were hunter gatherers. They moved 

frequently following the animals they hunted and gathered fruits and berries when they could. 

The Bronze Age 

 During the Bronze Age, people developed the technology to make bronze. This was used to make bronze tools, 

containers and jewellery. There was a lot of migration to Britain during this period. Some of the people who 

arrived in Britain were from Central Europe and were called the ‘Beaker People’. They are known for the 

distinctive bell-shaped pottery they made, mainly used for drinking from. It is likely, but not certain, that the 

Beaker People brought their knowledge of making bronze to Britain and that is how the Bronze Age in Britain 

started. 

The Iron Age  

During the Iron Age, technology developed further across many aspects of life. People began to make tools and 

weapons from iron. Again, many of the new ideas came with the migration of people. People who lived at this 

time are now often called ‘Celts’. Celts were farmers and lived as part of a tribe. Hillforts developed during the 

Iron Age. Communities lived on hills for protection from when other tribes attacked. 

 

 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 Why it is the Stone. Bronze and Iron Age 

 To identify changes and continuity between periods of history 

 To identify the difference between a primary and secondary source  

 To be able to compare settlements and technology from each period of history 

