
Useful vocabulary: 
subtract, take (away),minus 
leave 
how many are left/left over? 
how many have gone? 
one less, two less, ten less… 
how many fewer is… than…? 
how much less is…? 
difference between 
half, halve 
 

Slindon C.E. Primary School   
 
Progression in Mathematical Calculations – Subtraction 
 
Guidance for Parents 
 
In year 1 the expectation is that children will:  
Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20. 
Subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero. 
Solve one-step problems that involve subtraction, using concrete objects and 
pictorial representations, and missing number problems. 

 
 For example: 

           
                                                        

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Useful vocabulary:                          

subtract, subtraction, take (away), 

minus 

leave, how many are left/left over? 

one less, two less… ten less…one 

hundred less 

how many fewer is… than…? 

how much less is…?                 

equals, sign, is the same as 

difference between 

half, halve 

 
                                                       

Slindon C.E. Primary School   
 
Progression in Mathematical Calculations - Subtraction 
 
Guidance for Parents 
 
In year 2 the expectation is that children will:  
Recall and use subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use related facts 
up to 100. 
Subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial representations and 
mentally, including two two-digit numbers. 
Show that subtraction of one number from another cannot be done in any order. 
Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and subtraction 
and use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems. 
 

For example:  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

                                                                                       

 

 

 

At the end of Key Stage 1 (year 2) the children will be expected to answer questions such 

as these in their SATs tests: 

 

 

 

 



Useful vocabulary:  
subtract, subtraction, take (away), 
minus 
leave, how many are left/left over? 
one less, two less… ten less… one 
hundred less 
how many fewer is… than…? 
how much less is…? 
equals, sign, is the same as 
difference between 
half, halve 
                            

Slindon C.E. Primary School   

 
Progression in Mathematical Calculations - Subtraction 
 
Guidance for Parents 
 
In year 3 the expectation is that children will:  
Subtract numbers mentally, including a three-digit number and ones, tens or 
hundreds. 
Subtract numbers with up to three digits, using columnar subtraction.                                                                        

Solve problems, including missing number problems, estimate the answer to a 

calculation and use the inverse operation to check answers. 

For example:  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                  

 

 

 

 

 
 



Useful vocabulary:                          

subtract, subtraction, take (away), 

minus, decrease 

leave, how many are left/left over? 

difference between 

half, halve 

how many fewer is… than…? 

how much less is…?                  

equals, sign, is the same as 

tens boundary, hundreds boundary 

inverse 

 

 

Slindon C.E. Primary School   
 
Progression in Mathematical Calculations - Subtraction 
 
Guidance for Parents 
 
In year 4 the expectation is that children will:  
Subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using columnar subtraction. 
Estimate and use the inverse operation to check answers to calculations. 
Solve subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding which method to use 
and why. 
 
For example: 

 
 

                                                                                   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Useful vocabulary:                         

subtract, subtraction, take (away), 

minus, decrease 

leave, how many are left/left over? 

difference between 

half, halve 

how many fewer is… than…? 

how much less is…?                  

equals, sign, is the same as 

tens boundary, hundreds boundary 

units boundary, tenths boundary 

inverse 

 
                           

Slindon C.E. Primary School   
 
Progression in Mathematical Calculations - Subtraction 
 
Guidance for Parents 
 
In year 5 the expectation is that children will:  
Subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits using columnar subtraction. 
Subtract increasingly large numbers mentally. 
Use rounding to check answers to calculations and determine levels of accuracy. 
Solve subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which method to 
use and why. 
 

For example: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  Work out: 

 



Useful vocabulary:                          

subtract, subtraction, take (away), 

minus, decrease 

leave, how many are left/left over? 

difference between 

half, halve 

how many fewer is… than…? 

how much less is…? 

equals, sign, is the same as 

tens boundary, hundreds boundary 

units boundary, tenths boundary 

inverse 

 
                           

Slindon C.E. Primary School   
 
Progression in Mathematical Calculations - Subtraction  
 
Guidance for Parents 
 
In year 6 the expectation is that children will:  
Perform mental calculations with large numbers. 
Solve subtraction multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which method to 
use and why. 
Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context 

of a problem, an appropriate degree of accuracy. 

For example:                                                                                                   Calculate: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of Key Stage 2 (year 6) the children will be expected to answer questions such 

as these in their SATs tests: 

 


